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THE ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 



April, 



When the war is over, those of us who are alive can, 
with the Christians on the opposite side, celebrate peace 
by assembling ourselves around the Holy Table. But 
to-day you have towards them a double duty, in which 
you will not be remiss — to love them all, and to kill as 
many of them as possible. 

A Christian Soldier : Dear pastor, I do not under- 
stand. 

The Chaplain : Nor I, my child, but we must do it 
all the same. 

The Christian Soldier : Could you not at least set 
us the example? 

The Chaplain [horrified'] : I — I handle carnal 
weapons ! I fight against my neighbor ! No, no ! My 
sacred calling forbids me. 

The Christian Soldier: Then, dear pastor, there 
are duties for the laity which are sins for the clergy. 



Text of the Delagoa Bay Railway Arbi- 
tration Award. 

Rendered at Berne, March 29. 

"1. The Portuguese government, as the defending 
party, is condemned to pay to the government of the 
United States and to Great Britain, the claimants, 
altogether, in addition to the £28,000 paid on account 
in 1890, the sum of 15,314,000 francs, in legal Swiss money, 
with simple interest on this sum at the rate of five per 
cent, per annum from June 25, 1889, up to the date of 
payment of said sum. 

" 2. This sum, after the deducting of what is neces- 
sary to defray the cost of arbitration falling on the claim- 
ants, and in addition to the balance of £28,000 paid on 
account in 1890, shall be employed in the payment of 
bondholders and other creditors, if there is need, of the 
Delagoa Bay Railroad Company according to their stand- 
ing. The claimants will draw up a scale of distribution 
for this purpose. The Portuguese government will have 
to pay into the hands of the government of the United 
States the sum which, according to said scale, shall accrue 
to McMurdo, represented by said government in its 
quality of bondholding creditor of the first and second 
degree. It will pay the surplus to the government of 
Great Britain for the benefit of all others having rights. 

" 3. The delay of six months fixed by the last line of 
clause 4 of the arbitration compromise shall run from 
this day forth. 

" 4. The costs of the arbitration, according to a scale 
to be drawn up in accordance with clause 5 of the arbitra- 
tion compromise, will be borne in equal parts by the 
three parties to the suit, that is to say, 'a third part by 
each of them. 

" 5. The conclusions of the parties, in so far as they 
differ from the above award, are set aside. 

" 6. An authentic copy of the present award will be 
delivered through the intermediary of the Swiss Federal 
Council to each of the three parties to the case." 



The Last Refuge of the Unemployed. 

As popular education is slowly extended, as the 
meaning of empire begins to dawn upon the popular 
mind, there is, we believe, less, not more, inclination for 
military life among all except the hopeless sediment of 



society. The large increases in the army during the last 
few years have only been obtained at immense cost and 
by tricks and devices many of which are mean to a degree. 
The Jubilee show was one of the most flagrant of these, 
and its success was small. The War Office proposed to 
raise in 1897 about 3,000 more men than in 1896. With 
all its efforts — and the villages were systematically 
scoured, popular regiments were kept on the march as 
decoys, and the post-offices all over the country were 
posted with lurid invitations — it was short of this 
number on Feb. 1, 1898, by over eleven per cent. It 
then proposed to obtain a further increase of 25,000 men, 
promising as bait to give 3 d. a day extra pay (" grocery " 
ration), and a gratuity on discharge, but taking back 2 d. 
per day by the abolition of deferred pay. At the same 
time, a shorter term of color service for the infantry 
(three years with the colors and nine years in the reserve) 
was introduced ; a special reserve (" Section A ") was 
formed at double rates of pay ; recruiting was opened in 
Canada ; a railway reserve (Royal Engineers) was formed ; 
and various inducements were offered for short-service 
men to extend their service with the colors, for militia- 
men to volunteer for regular service, and for cavalrymen 
to join their favored regiments. The standards for the 
cavalry and militia were again slackened, and portentous 
efforts were made to secure civil employment for dis- 
charged soldiers. Such employment is now obtained 
for over 17,000 men yearly. A third of the recruits 
accepted were under the lowered standards, as compared 
with twenty-nine per cent, in 1897, and eighteen per 
cent, in 1896. And, after all these measures, the net 
increase of men obtained was only 9,980, of whom 4,479 
were reservists who had been tempted to join the colors. 
At the same time the militia showed a shrinkage of 
nearly 2,000 men (over 15,000 having joined the regular 
army) and the first class reserve a diminution of over 
3,000 men. There is a marked difference between the 
difficulty of getting the men, and the ease of getting the 
money needed for our Imperial adventures. 

The simple fact is that hunger is the recruiting ser- 
geant's great ally. The army is the last refuge of the 
unemployed. Recruiting goes up as trade goes down, 
and vice versa — that is to say, the burdens of the 
country are increased when it is least able to bear them. 
A glance at the statistics of enlistment and those of 
marriage and exports and imports will show that recruit- 
ing regularly tends to rise and fall in inverse ratio with 
trade and marriage. Hence such fluctuations as from 
39,900 recruits in 1885-6 down to 25,000 in 1888, and 
from 41,600 in 1892 (the largest number on record) 
down to 28,500 in 1896. Agricultural and other 
laborers still provide sixty-five per cent, of the recruits ; 
artisans and mechanics — a larger, but also a much better 
paid class — only twenty-three per cent. ; shopmen, clerks, 
students, and the professional classes only eight per 
cent, (the rest being boys under seventeen years of age). 
Of the 3,370 infantry reservists who rejoined the colors in 
1898 no less than 1,243 described themselves as laborers 
— that is, in the lowest grade of industrial occupation — 
and 680 as unemployed. The army is thus a sort of 
workhouse for able-bodied men, not the field of heroism 
which Lord Charles Beresford imagined when he eulo- 
gized our " scallywags." Thus, based in its very existence 



